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Informal Reading Inventory
Administration and Scoring
Procedures

General Preparation Procedures

¢ You will need to make a copy of the examiner booklet for each student, as this is
the copy you will use to make notes about each student’s reading performance.

* You will need to make only one copy of the student booklet. You might want to
assemble the word lists in one binder and the graded passages in another.

e Make sure that you have carefully read all passages before you begin so that you
are very familiar with them and the comprehension questions for each.

STEP 1: ESTABLISH RAPPORT

Establishing rapport with the reader who is to be assessed is an important first step. If
you are the reader’s teacher, you will have already established a level of trust and will
be able to put the reader at ease about reading to you. If the reader is new to you, we
always suggest administering an interest inventory and student interview to better know
the reader before administering the IRI (see page 334).

Make sure that the reader understands that the purpose of reading and answering
questions is to help you learn more about how well she or he reads and thinks about text.
Say something such as, “I would like to hear how well you read. While you are reading,
I am going to take some notes to help me remember.”

STEP 2: WORD RECOGNITION INVENTORY (WRI)

The WRI is primarily used to determine at what level to begin the oral reading passages
of the IRI. If you feel that you already know where to begin the passages that will enable
the student to read with ease and success, skip this step. If you do use it, make sure that
you begin by having the reader read the list that is one or two grade levels below the
student’s grade-level placement.

1. Determine which word list to use as a starting point.
2. Determine how you will show the words to the student. Here are two options:

Option 1: Cut out a rectangle no more than 3/8 inch X 1% inches in the center of
an index card. Expose the words one at a time through the rectangular opening.
Option 2: Use an index card and move it down the list, uncovering one word at a time.

Regardless of the option, remember to show only one list at a time. Doing so might mean
that you decide to fold the paper into three columns so that only one list can be seen at a
time. You might also decide to cut the lists into word strips and show one strip at a time.

3. Show the reader the list and say something such as, “I would like you to read these
words aloud. If you come to a word you do not recognize, skip it and read the next
word.”
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4. Use the word list in the examiner’s booklet to make notes about those words the
reader reads accurately using this marking procedure:

Reader’s response Marking

Correct Check next to the word

Initial response incorrect but Check next to the word (write what the reader
student makes a correction said if at all possible)

Incorrect response Place a minus next to the word

Sounding out the word Check next to the word (write that the reader

decoded the word)

5. After the student has responded to all words on the list, record the total number
correct (all those that have a check mark by them) and write that number in the
appropriate space on the form.

6. Continue having the student read the lists until the student misses four or more
words at any level.

7. Start the oral reading at the highest level where the reader scored 90 to 100 percent
on the word lists.

STEP 3: ORAL AND SILENT READING OF PASSAGES

1. Begin by having the student read the passage that corresponds to the highest
level where the student scored 90 to 100 percent on the WRIL

2. Explain the reading procedure: “I would like to listen to how well you read. I
am going to take some notes to help me remember. When you are finished, I am going
to ask you some questions about what you read.”

3. Introduce the story to the student by reading the statement shown on the pas-
sage in the examiner’s booklet. Hand the reader the student booklet.

4. While the student reads from the student booklet, use the notations shown in the
upper right-hand corner of the scoring guide of the passage in the examiner’s booklet to
note what the reader does when reading.

5. Once the reader finishes reading the passage, count the number of miscues the
reader made and subtract this number from the total number of words to determine the
number of words the student read correctly and the word recognition reading level.
Remember that self-corrections and repetitions are not counted as miscues!

Also note the strategies you saw the reader using and place a check next to each in
the Reading Strategies section at the bottom of the form.

6. There are a few options to assess comprehension of the passage. The most im-
portant point to keep in mind is that once selected, the same procedure needs to be used
for all students. The scoring procedure explained in option 1 applies to all options.

Option 1: Have the reader turn over the booklet and say, “Now that you have read
this passage, I have some questions about it for you.” Ask each question shown
on the examiner passage form. Place a + next to each question the reader answers
correctly and a — next to it if incorrect. Sometimes students will offer a response
that is partially correct. In instances such as these, indicate as a fraction (1/2).
When making a decision about scoring, refer to the type of question that is
being asked. If it is a literal question and the reader offers an answer that makes
sense, yet is not literally stated, mark the answer as incorrect, but note what the
reader said as the response might be an indication that the reader is relying heavily
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on background knowledge. If on the other hand the reader offers a logical response
for an inferential type of question, count the response as correct.

Option 2: The only difference between this option and the first is that you allow
the reader to look back at the passage as needed when answering questions. The
advantage to this option is that it lessens the emphasis on short-term memory, thus
might be a better indication of the reader’s ability to process information and to
make connections to existing knowledge and experience.

Option 3: Have the reader do a retelling. Say something such as, “Now I would
like you to tell me this story like I have never heard it before.” As the reader retells
the story, place a check next to each question the reader addresses. Once finished,
ask any questions that were not addressed.

7. Determine the comprehension reading level by tallying the correct responses,
and circle the appropriate comprehension reading level on the examiner form.

8. Direct the reader to read the silent reading passage for the same level, and once
finished reading, assess comprehension using one of the three options noted above for
oral reading.

9. Determine the silent comprehension reading level by tallying the correct and
incorrect responses, and circle the appropriate comprehension reading level on the ex-
aminer form.

10. Repeat steps 3 through 9 until the reader reaches frustration in word recogni-
tion, comprehension, or both.

STEP 4: THE LISTENING CAPACITY TEST

The purpose of administering the listening capacity test is to determine how well read-
ers comprehend when the text is being read to them. Only administer this test when you
have specific questions about comprehension that are not answered well by the oral and
silent passage reading. Administering this test can help to determine if word recognition
and navigating through text is taking away from the reader’s ability to devote necessary
energy to comprehension. In other words, freed of reading words, does the comprehen-
sion remain? Using the same IRI, continue with these procedures:

1. Once the reader has reached frustration in word recognition on the last passage
he or she has read, begin the listening capacity test with the next silent reading passage.

2. Read the passage aloud to the reader, and assess comprehension by asking the
questions for that passage using one of these two options:

Option 1: Say, “Now that you have heard this passage, I have some questions
about it for you.” Ask each question shown on the examiner passage form. Place a
+ next to each question the reader answers correctly and a — next to it if incorrect.
Sometimes students will offer a response that is partially correct. In instances such
as these, indicate as a fraction (1/2).

When making a decision about scoring, refer to the type of question that is be-
ing asked. If it is a literal question and the reader offers an answer that makes sense,
yet is not literally stated, mark the answer as incorrect, but note what the reader said
as the response might be an indication that the reader is relying heavily on back-
ground knowledge. If on the other hand the reader offers a logical response for an
inferential type of question, count the response as correct. This scoring procedure
also applies to option 2.

Option 2: Have the reader do a retelling. Say something such as, “Now that you have
listened to this story, I would like you to tell it to me like I have never heard it before.”
As the reader retells the story, place a check next to each question the reader address-
es. Once finished, ask any questions that were not addressed and score accordingly.

3. Repeat steps 1 and 2, reading the succeeding oral and silent reading passages to
the reader until she or he reaches frustration.
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STEP 5: ASSMIMILATING THE RESULTS

Record all information on the IRI Summary Form. Use the scoring scales along with
your notes in each reader’s Examiner Booklet to gain an overall view of the reader’s
performance on the IRI. Use this combination of information to interpret the IRI
results. Use your interpretation of IRI results primarily to create a range for authentic
text selections that will include mostly independent and instructional level text. Use
your interpretation of IRI results in concert with and in comparison to other assessment
results.





